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International Socialist Party of European Socialists CSI Important Figures Eduard Bernstein Hjalmar Branting Friedrich Ebert Jean Jaurés Léon Blum Karl Kautsky Ignacy Daszy-ski Ramsay MacDonald Clement Attlee Politics Portal Eduard Bernstein (January 6, 1850 - January 18 December 1932) was a
German social democratic theorist and politician, member of the SPD and founder of evolutionary socialism or reformism. With the death of Karl Marx (1818–1883) and Friedrich Engels, Eduard Bernstein (1850–1932) was recognized as an important socialist thinker and, in many socialist circles, as the
successor to the founders. In the years following Engels' death, Bernstein had an increasingly critical view of Marx, beginning with his recognition that Marx's prediction of the impending disappearance of capitalism in Das Kapital strongly conflicted with the emerging realities of industrialized European
states where market forces gained strength and where workers' living conditions were gradually improving. Bernstein rejected Marx's key ideological principles, including Marx's economic theories and dialectical materialism. Bernstein concluded that Marx's worldview was unfounded; however, he
respected and urged his fellow Socialists to defend Marx's intention to improve the working worker's living conditions. He argued, however, that the violent revolution was unnecessary and that social reform could be carried out through the polls. It favored advancing workers' rights and increasing state
intervention in the economy, but in the context of a democratic society based on the rule of law. If Bernstein's democratic views had prevailed over supporters of the violent revolution such as Vladimir Lenin (1870–1924) and Leon Trotsky (1879-1940), the repression and genocide that characterized
totalitarian communist states such as Stalinist Russia, Mao Tse-tung. China, Pol Pot Cambodia and North Korea could have been avoided. Bernstein's thinking shaped the views of Germany's current pro-democracy social democratic party, the Socialist Party of France and the Uk Labour Party, as well as
many other socialist political parties. In postcommunicistic societies, communists have tended to reverse over the past two decades and adopt pro-democracy political positions parallel to Bernstein's. Life Bernstein was born in Berlin on January 6, 1850. His political career began in 1872, when he became
member of the Sozialdemokratische Arbeiterpartei, the so-called Eisenachers (named after the German city of Eisenach). Together with August Bebel and Wilhelm Liebknecht he prepared the Einigungsparteitag (unification party congress) with Allgemeiner Deutscher de Lassalle Lassalle in Gotha in
1875. This initiative was necessary because of the strong fissure that had occurred within the socialist ranks due to Marx's emphasis on revolution as the means to achieve change, which led to the collapse of the First International in 1874. From 1878, Bernstein was the private secretary to social
democratic patron Karl Hechberg, working in Zurich; 1888, he was expelled from Switzerland due to pressure from Prussia and moved to London, where he had close contact with Friedrich Engels. Between 1880 and 1890, Bernstein published the magazine Sozialdemokrat (Social Democrat). In 1881, he
was one of the authors of the Erfurt Program, and from 1896 to 1898, he published a series of articles entitled Probleme des Sozialismus (Problems of Socialism) that led to revisionist debate in the SPD. He also wrote a book entitled Die Vorraussetzungen des Sozialismus und die Aufgaben der
Sozialdemokratie (The Prerequisites for Socialism and the Tasks of Social Democracy) in 1899. The book contrasted sharply with the positions of August Bebel, Karl Kautsky and Wilhelm Liebknecht. Rosa Luxemburg's essay of 1900 Reform or Revolution? it was also a controversy against Bernstein's
position. In 1901, he returned to Germany, following the lifting of a ban that had prevented him from entering the country, and became a member of the Reichstag from 1902 to 1918. He voted against the armament presentation in 1913, along with the left wing of the SPD fraction. From July 1915 he
opposed World War I and in 1917 he was one of the founders of the USPD. He was a member of the USPD until 1919, when he rejoined the SPD. From 1920 to 1928 Bernstein was again a member of the Reichstag. He retired from political life in 1928. Bernstein died on 18 December 1932 in Berlin. A
commemorative plaque is placed in his memory at Bozener Strasse 18, Berlin-Schéneberg, where he lived from 1918 until his death. Views Evolutionary Socialism: A Criticism and Affirmation (1899) was Bernstein's most significant work and was primarily concerned with disprofuting Marx's predictions
about the impending disappearance of capitalism. In it, Bernstein noted simple facts that he took as evidence that Marx's predictions were not being confirmed: he noted that the centralization of capitalist industry, while significant, was not becoming full-scale and that capital ownership was spreading
further, not least. He also noted some of the flaws in Marx's labor value theory. Bernstein and his supporters argued against the social revolution and favored democracy as the vehicle that would lead to socialism. In its entirety, Bernstein's analysis formed a powerful critique of Marxism, and this led to his
vilified among many Orthodox Marxists. Bernstein remained, however, very socialist, though unrthodox (he was hostile to the cooperatives of producers); believed that socialism would be achieved through capitalism, not through the destruction of capitalism (such as rights gradually gained by workers,
their grievance cause would be diminished, and consequently so would the basis of the revolution). Although Marx would argue that free trade would be the fastest fulfillment of the capitalist system, and therefore its end, Bernstein considered that protectionism only helped a select few, being
fortschrittsfeindlich (anti-progressive), for its negative effects on the masses. Germany's protectionism, Bernstein argued, was based only on political expediency, ousting Germany from the world (especially Britain), creating an autonomous one that would only result in conflict between Germany and the
rest of the world. [1] Quotes The Communist Manifesto was correct... But... we see the privileges of the capitalist bourgeoisie giving way... democratic organization... In my opinion... success lies in a steady [peaceful] advance... [rather]... that in... catastrophic accident. Notes R. A. Fletcher, 1983, Cobden
as Educator: Eduard Bernstein's Free Trade Internationalism, 1899-1914 88 (3): 561-578. Bernstein, Eduard. Cromwell and communism: socialism and democracy in the Great English Revolution. International Specialized Book Service Inc, 1963. ISBN 0714614548 Bernstein, Eduard. Evolutionary
Socialism: A Review and Affirmation, Random House, 1961, Commercial Pocket Book, ISBN 0805200118 Bernstein, Eduard. My years of exile: Reminiscences of a socialist. Greenwood Publishing Group, 1986. ISBN 0313251142 Bernstein, Eduard. Selected writings by Eduard Bernstein, 1900-1921.
Books of Prometheus, 1996. ISBN 1573923575 Gay, Peter. The dilemma of democratic socialism: Eduard Bernstein's challenge to Marx. Octagon Books ISBN 0882548379 Hulse, James W. Revolutionists in London: a study of five unrthodox Socialists. Clarendon Press, 1970, ISBN 0198271751
Ramaswamy, S., and Subrata Mukherjee. Eduard Bernstein - His thoughts and works: His life and his works. Deep &amp; Deep Publications, 1998. ISBN 8171007686 Steger, Manfred B. Quest for Evolutionary Socialism: Eduard Bernstein and Social Democracy. Cambridge University Press, 1997. ISBN
0521582008 Tudor, Henry and J. M. Tudor (eds.). Marxism and Social Democracy: The Revisionist Debate, 1896-1898. Cambridge University Press, 1988. ISBN 0521340497 All links recovered on September 25, 2017. Eduard Bernstein Internet Archive MIA &gt; Bernstein Eduard Bernstein (1899)
Eduard Bernstein, Die Voraussetzungen des Sozialismus und die Aufgaben der Sozialdemokratie, Stuttgart 1899. First published in English under the title Evolutionary Desocialism in 1907 by the Independent Labour Party. Translated by Edith C. Harvey. Transcribed by Ted Crawford. (note) Marked by
Einde O'Callaghan for the Marxist Internet Archive. Transcriber Preface To English Edition I Preface Note. The fundamental doctrines of Marxist socialism (a) The scientific elements of Marxism (b) materialistic interpretation of history and historical need (c) The Marxist doctrine of class warfare and the
evolution of capital II. The economic development of Society a) On the meaning of Marxist theory of value (b) The distribution of wealth in the modern community (c) Business classes in the production and distribution of wealth (d) Crisis and possibilities for adjustment in modern economy III. The tasks and
possibilities of social democracy (a) The political and economic preliminary conditions of socialism b) The economic capacities of cooperative associations (c) Democracy and socialism (d) The most pressing problems of social democracy Conclusion: final objective and trend – Kant against the list of cants
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